Unity - Or Disunity: Can We Be One?
Week 2: Church History & Denominations

Kelly Steinhaus
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January 14, 2018



Opening activity: The Body of Christ
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

We are the body of Christ, yet there is an

estimated 33,000 Christian denominations
(World Christian Encyclopedia)

If you have experienced another Christian
tradition, what aspect of their way of

worshipping Christ has enriched your own
faith?



Discussion: Gifts from Various
Traditions

What gift do these various church traditions
offer the others?

-Catholic?
-Evangelical?
-Pentecostal?
-Orthodox?

-Mainline Protestant?

-Messianic Jews?
-Others?




Big idea = The unity of the body of Christ
depends on each person seeing and
recognizing the gift that the other brings

“Ecumenism” - Efforts to bring Christians together,
healing wounds of past conflicts, working towards
goals common to all Christians

Ecumenism = root words oikos (house) and oikumene
(humankind as one household)

Receptive Ecumenism - Gifts that various Christians
traditions offer for mutual enrichment



Outline

4 Major Traditions (Catholic, Orthodox,
Evangelical, Mainline Protestant)

Brief lesson on church history and Protestant
denominationalism

Potential for denominations to strengthen one
another

Offer one way in which you can make a
difference to bring about greater unity

Our unity depends on our relationality
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What happened to the Church?
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What happened to the Church?

Depends on who you talk to... Orthodox perspective
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What happened to the Church?

Church of Christ perspective
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What happened to the Church?

Another perspective...

A Philosophy of Church

HiStOI'y by C. Michael Patton

www.credohouse.org
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Early Church
All the building A state of innocence
blocks of the and self-discovery as
church present the church attempts
with the to find and meet
completion of the expectations and
the Bible requirements of being

the Body of Christ

ADOLESCENCE

325-524

Creedal Church

The church leams
and begins to define
itself in more definitive
ways due to doctrinal
reflection,internal
controversy,and
communal discovery

TEENS

'

Medieval Church

The church continues
to grow, but moves
in the direction of
over-definition, authoritative
abuse, arrogance, bullying
and rebellion

525-1517

20s

1517-1900

Reformation Church
Mistakes of the past
are reflected upon and
begin to find remedy
through repentance,
reformation,and renewed
purpose, hope,
and confidence

30s & 40s

1900-Present

Postmodern Church

Reality and hope begins
to be adjusted due to
experience and unmet
expectations. Hope and
optimism become more
narrowed and focused or
abandoned completely

50s & BEYOND

Future

Future Church
Maturation in mind and thought
are brought into practice
as settlements are made
and values and convictions
become well-established though
knowledge and wisdom



CATHOLICITY

Growing Rigidity Growing Laxity
Sectarianism Denominationalism Latitudinarianism
Authority only Authority and liberty Liberty only
Everything matters Some things matter Nothing matters
doctrinally doctrinally doctrinally
Enlarged core of Historic core of Diminished core

- —>
orthodoxy orthodoxy of orthodoxy
Narrow ground Broad ground No ground of
of fellowship of fellowship fellowship
Tradition ignored Tradition recognized Tradition
and confused and used disregarded

Figure 10.1: Taken from Rex Koivisto, One Lord, One Faith (2nd ed.; Eugene,
Ore.: Wipf & Stock, 2009), 116. Used by permission of Wipf and Stock
Publishers. www.wipfandstock.com.



The
Problem

Functioning

Siloed Parishes
Autonomously




The image of God is perfect unity in
community (Trinity)

As Jesus’ body here on earth, we are called to become an image of God
and take on God’s way of being



Perichoresis: The Divine Dance

John Damascene - Described the Trinity as “perichoresis”

An encircling embrace, a mutual presence in love, a dancing
around the other.
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Original UniteBoston Team




September 6, 2010 — UniteBoston’s
First Weekly Email Newsletter

Boston Christian Event Listing = B

Lﬁ UniteBoston uniteboston10@gmail.com via in.constantcontact.com Q/6M0 =, d
to me |-

Hawing trouble viewing this email? Click here

UniteBoston

Week of: September 6, 2010

Dear Michael,

Congratulations! You have just received the first weekly events email from
UniteBoston, a new organization with the mission of better uniting the Christian
community in Boston through shared experiences.



Launched UniteBoston.com

UNITE BOSTON

Tuesday, 05 June, 2012

April 30, 2011

Home Churches & Ministries

SEEFECR24)»

07:00 PM - 09:30 PM

Wed

Theology on Tap - 'The Bow in the Clouds: Is there

Cod in The Hunger Cames?

day, 06 June, 2012

07:00 PM - 09:00 PM
Friday, 08 June, 2012

Boston Justice House of Prayer Cathering

12:00 PM - 01:00 PM

06:00 PM - 07:45 PM

Saturday, 09 June, 2012

Stand Up for Religlous Freedom Rally on Boston
Common

How Can One Religion be Right and the Others be
Wrong?

09:00 AM - 04:30 PM

07:00 PM - 09:00 PM
Sunday, 10 June, 2012

6th Annual See His Clory Worship & Music Ministry

Conference
Boston Justice House of Prayer Cathering

04:00 PM - 06:30 PM
Monday, 11 June, 2012

The Bethel AME Church "Arts Explosion’

05:30 PM - 07:30 PM

Wed

Plumfield Academy Open House

day, 13 June, 2012

07:00 PM - 09:00 PM

Thursday, 14 June, 2012

Boston Justice House of Prayer Cathering

06:00 PM - 07:45 PM
07:00 PM - 08:30 PM

Friday, 15 June, 2012

How to Build Relationships that Last a Lifetime
Evangelistic Harvest

07:00 PM - 09:30 PM

UNOW's 3rd Annual Fundraiser Banquet

RECEIVE THE WEEKLY EVENTS EMAIL
Enter your emall below:

Events Calendar Forums Help UB| About UB|
Events
Submit Event
Advanced Search Search
Search Events by Keyword Tools
[ All | None ] <| we22 «| |[»>
# Children/Families B ‘ M[T|W[T[F|S
# College Students [ o2

# Community Outreach
# Fundraiser

[ | 02
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10 111213 14 15 16
23

30

17|18 | 19 |20] 21 |22
24|25|26|27|28 |29

# Informational Session
W Lecture

# Other -
W Prayer

# Social

# Training

# Worship

Featured Most Popular

Newest

Friday, 08 june, 2012
How Can One Religion be Right and
the Others be Wrong? 06:00 PM
Saturday, 09 June, 2012
6th Annual See His Glory Worship &
Music Ministry Conference 09:00 AM
Sunday, 10 June, 2012
The Bethel AME Church "Arts
Explosion’ 04:00 PM

Thursday, 14 June, 2012

How to Build Relationships that Last
a Lifetime 06:00 PM

Friday, 15 june, 2012
UNOW's 3rd Annual Fundraiser
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UNITE BOSTON

Mission: Nurturing Christian Unity
through Relational Connections
www.uniteboston.com



Inter-Church Prayer & Worship

* Evangelical, Catholic,
Greek Orthodox, &
Mainline Protestant host:

e Diverse ethnic hosts




BostonServe: Churches Together,
Serving the City
October 2015, May, 2017

ONE CITY. ONE CHURCH.

Boston serve




UB Neighborhood Dinners
Fall 2017

Eat, Dream, Align Towards Gospel Movement in Boston




ionships
ithin the UB Worship Team

W

Transformation Through Relat




Workshop

Christian unity:

How you can make a
difference




3 Steps To Receptive Ecumenism

1. Consider - Which part of the Church
do you want to learn about? One
that you have questions about or are .
unfamiliar with?

2. Do you know anyone from that
Christian background? If so, will you =
meet up for a cup of coffee?

3. If you don’t know anyone, will you
make plans to visit another
congregation of that tradition and
have a conversation with someone?




Key Attitudes to Receiving from Others

1. Humility - Be willing to admit that your tradition or way of
understanding isn’t the end-all-be-all

2. Curiosity - Seeking to mine the gold that the other brings

3. Bravery - It will be uncomfortable, but that is a sign that you are
growing

4. Relational - Cultivate a desire for deep relationships across
difference, and the commitment to stay in it even when it's hard

5. Honor - Call out the gifts that you see and remind them of what
they bring to the whole

“It is groups of people more than sets of doctrinal propositions, it is
communities of belief more than systems of belief that ultimately need to
be reconciled” (Tom Ryan)



“..the whole body, joined and knit
together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for
the edifying of itself in love.”

Ephesians 4:16




What is your next step?
What is God's invitation to
you today?

Catherine Lacugna: “It's as we exist together
perichoretically, in mutual giving and receiving,
without separateness, or subordination, or division,
the church is an icon of the Trinity. And inasmuch
as the church has saving significance, it is an icon
of God’s saving and healing love.” (God For Us)



Christian Unity

From




Questions & Feedback

IT'S AQUESTION PARTY! * &

' , '%Wp
‘v

8
‘a

“ . .
. k. L} ‘ -
. . g =
- : B -
- . U4
y ‘ )' /

— //
) o J

,f/

Kelly Steinhaus
kelly@uniteboston.com
928-600-3236



UniteBoston Theory of Change

—

Key Element: -Attend neighborhood meeting
Arrows move forward convened by UB Rep

through mutually beneficial
learning experiences of
Christ in the other

-Post events on UB Newsletter
-Attend & support citywide
initiatives

-Meet neighborhood UB Rep

Attitudes Leading Toward Connection

Value for larger Church

Humility: “l need what you have”
Curious desire to go outside community
to learn and discover God’s work

Independence
Isolation

-ldentify shared missional goals

Hindrances to Connection for neighborhood transformatio

vAnimosity between denominational ideologies / " \ -Partner for united
vLack of time & resources Goal = JOhn 1 7 Un|ty prayer/service initiatives
vEthnocentrism -Complete reconciliation of all with

God and one another
-Increased gospel witness
vl-lard to change status quo -Shalomic transformation of city

*Past negative experiences with collaboration C“d world /

*Competition, fear of losing members




4 Approaches to Ecumenism

1. Missional : Churches coming together to
realize Great Commission

2. Structural: organizational frame which
coordinates institutional Christianity.

3. Theological: Dialogues around doctrinal
differences

4. Relational: Healing through relationships

R - B |
e

and Father




Bounded Set Vs. Centered Set
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Figure 2: Centered-Set Ecclesiology

BOUNDED SET



Convictions
* Private Conscience
¢ Personal formulations and lifestyle
* E.g. “What is holy a lifestyle all about?”

Creeds <
UniversaliChurch statements
Unchanging formulations

. L.uchunging fact \

Allipeoplesallitime, everswhere

JESUS IST.ORD

'wouldidieiforithis®. o
ausciwithout thistham aat
G hristian’ ‘Bhis is central
toisalyvationd

I will dialogue concerning this. . .
because I have found this to be truth for my life.

This is personally directing truth.
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