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Goals

¢ Revisit the guestions of whether the
United States was founded as a
Christian Nation

¢ Explore the role off religion inf the
Imperial Crisis in Massachusetts

¢ llrace the graduall separation: of
churehrand town inr Massachusetts
through 1354



Opening Question

¢ \What worries you more, the state
interfering with the church or the
church interfering with the state?

¢ Bonus Question: Why: did the town of
Lexington object to the
MassSachusetts Constitution off 17307



Christian America Revisited

— Noll, Hatch, and Marsden, The Search for
Christian America.

— Lambert, Frank. The Founding Fathers and
the Place of Religion. in America.

—\Who is Severeign, God or We the People?

—\Washington's: Farewelll Address:
S\Whatever may. be conceded ter the
INFUERCE off FENEd edlication on MINGS: of
PECUlIanR StrUCEURE, FEASON NG EXPERIENCE
POLHNERRIENUSIEEr EXPECE that National
Moerality, canrprevailfintexclusion of
hellgious phnNCIpIes™



Christian America |

o Jefferson’s Inaugural: “The liberties of a
nation [cannot] be thought secure when we
have removed their only firm basis, a
conviction in the minds of the people that
their liberties are a gift of God."”

¢ Massachusetts Constitution:

¢ It IS the right as welll as the duty: of all men
N Seciety, publicly, and at stated seasoens to
WOrship the Supreme: Being, the great
Creator and Preserver off the UniVerse.

& AS Gthe NapPPINESS Ot al PEOPIE;, and the gerd
Order and preservation o CiViIrgoVErNMENT,
essentially dependrupon piety, religion*and
meRallitys



An Alternate Preamble?

» We the people of the United States,
humbly acknowledging Almighty God
as the source of alll authority and
pPpOWeEr Iin civillgovernment, the Lord
Jesus Christ as the Ruler among the
nations, and His revealed will as the
supreme law: off the land, 1R order to
constitute a Christian geVvernment
and), [N OrAER to) forMmI al MOre PEeriect
URIGRN ..



Adams to Hezekiah Niles

¢ [he Usual Quotation

¢ [he [American] Revolution was
effected before the War
commenced. I'he Revolution was
In the minds and hearts of the
0)=16) o) [SF



The Full Quotation

¢ [he Revolution was in the minds and hearts of
the people, a change in their religious sentiments
of their duties and obligations. While the king,
and all in authoerity under him, were believed to
goVvern in justice and mercy according te the laws
and constitution derived to them from the God of
nature, and transmitted to them by their
ancestors, they thought themselves bound to
pray. for the King andrgueen and all'the reyal
family, and allinfauthority: UnAdEr them), as
MINIStErS ordained off God for thelr good. BUt
WRER they: saw! theSe POWErS reneuncing allfthe
PrINCIPIES O atithORItY, andbENE UPON thE
destruction’ off allfthe SecuRIties off thelr [IVES;
IDERGIES, andl PrOPERtIES, thEey: thought It theilr
AUty torpray o therContinental Congress and* all
the thirtEEN State’ CONGRESSES), ELE.



Thesis

¢ [he combined forces of church and
state were an important factor in the
struggle for independence in
Massachusetts, but the long term
effects of the revolution led to
political and religious
democratization. Ultimately: church
andl state were gradually,
disentangled, culminating withrthe
Endl off taxpayer subsidized CAUKCRES
N 1854,



Jonathan Mayhew

¢ [he Contributions of the Clergy to
Revolutionary Ideology and Protest

¢ Seen In the Context of
— [he Great Awakening

— King George's War — Protestant New
England against Catholic and
“tyrannical™ France



Mayhew's Actions

& Discourse on Unlimited Submission

— Provides the theological justification for
resistance to unjust governments.

— Becomes most influential sermon of the
revolutionary period.

» Mayhew — Apthorp Controversy.

— British effiort to) install anr Archbishop! in the
COIONIES SEEN' as part off larger threat against
lIDERLY,

& Stamp Act RIOLS

—@ne o MayNEW SI SERMONS May: haVe provided
IMPELUS feR the raZing O UECRIRSORISThoUSE.



Adams and Religious Liberty

¢ It excited a general and just apprehension
that bishops and dioceses and churches
and priests and tithes were to be imposed
upon us by Parliament. It was known that
neither king, noer ministry, noer archbishoeps
could appoint bishoeps int America Without
an act off Parliament; and iff Parliament
could tax usithey could establish the
Churchr ot Englanawithr allNits Creeds;
artICles) tests, CErEmMONIES, and tithes, and
pronibIt alltether CRlFCAES) s CONVERLICIES
aNd SCRISMI SNePS:



Religion and the Massachusetts
Provincial Congress

¢ Call for a day of Thanksgiving

— Imperial Crisis seen as God's judgment
on the people’s sins.

— Personal reformation the key

» Appeal to the Ministers

— lhe Clergy: should urge their
PARISNIGRELS tor OhEY: the Continental
Congress.

—ihe Goeallis the restoration e Narmeny,
and s asting happPInESS:



Provincial Congress 1775

¢ Call for Prayer and Fasting

— British seen as a combination of the
forces off Earth and Hell against the
Church te take away: civiliand religious
lIberty.

¢ Allilance between Church and State

— MinISters promise: tor beEComE: chaplains
and helprspread the revoelutionary
MESSage

= State calls for StrCtER ORSERVANCE! Of
SappathnintMATaRENREaRmNA



Provincial Congress at \War

¢ Call for Prayer and Fasting

— [ssued after Battles of Lexington and
Concord, and Bunker Hill

— Joseph Warren, President off Congress
Killed at Bunker Hill

— Prayed torthe " LLord ol Hests and God of
Armies.”

—@Called Upoent the people  torrenew their
covenantal relationship With Goead:



|Isaac Backus

— Baptists like Backus use the Revolution as
a pretext to fight for complete liberty of
Conscience

— An Appeal to the Public ror Religious: Liberty.
— Irip to Continental Congress
— Appeall tor Provincial €ongress




Backus on Religion Liberty

¢ [he church is armed with /ight and
truth to pull down the strongholds of
Iniquity. . . gain souls to Christ™ and
exclude those who will'net submit to
the authoerity off the Chureh. TThe
state, on the other hand, “Is armed
Withrthe sword te; guard the peace
and the eVl rightss ol allf pEFSeNS; and
SOCIEtIES and ter punishrthiese Whne
Vielate the same.



The Returns of the Towns

¢ Reports of individual town meetings
provides a window to the views
about church and state of a broader
range of people.

— Major TThemes

o Anti-Catholicism - “we Mean Not toer have
any: but Protestants to Rule tus™

¢ Framinghamidenied that geed government
needed Christianity, and fieared toer much
connEection o Chtirchrand State.

¢ Othersiwanted much stronger religious
lzlplejl]z]e)=



MA Constitution of 1780

— Provides opportunity for Baptists and
others to secure religious freedom

— Instead the Standing Order, maintaining
close ties to the revoelutionary.
government strengthened their political
Influence.

—\While provided theoreticalleguality: fior
all"Protestants, It guaranteed tax
SUppPErt o CongregationalfCRlKCHES
and Sabpath attendance laws.



Samuel Cooper

¢ Sermon to commemorate the New
Constitution

— [he People off Massachusetts are like the
People of Israel

—\We are living in the fulfiliment off Biblical
Prophecy.

— MA Goevernment modeled afiter the
Israeliter Republic tRnder the JUGdges

—IhEe SUCCESS off the GeVErnmEnt depenads
On the religiouss character e therpeople.



The Barnes Case (1810)

¢ Important Case that clarified the
rights of dissenters to receive tax
dollars
— Parson’s ruling proved that the ideology.

of the Standing Order was alive and well
CRIrty years inte the constitution.

— AR Unincorpoerated church colld net
rEceive get tax dollars.

—Universalistst Were UpSet that they,
needed permission fifom: the state tor e
a Fecognized chlkchs



Religious Freedom Act of 1811

¢ An Act Respecting Public Worship
and Religious Freedom
— Effectively overturned the Barnes Case

— Gave unincorporated churches the right
Lo receive tax dollars

— [tinerant ministers also;eligible for
SUPPOKE:

—(GaVe chukChEes the right terewhn anae
Managermeney-Without ar Chiahter:



Constitutional Convention of 1820

— Separation from Maine necessitated a
new Constitutional Convention

— Daniel Webster argued that religion was
“the only security of the good order of
society, [and] the basis of the moral
character of the community, [[and] the
only: protection off a free government.

— Proved unaple ter generate adeduate
SUPPELt foF al COMPrOmMISE amendment.

— BUE, It didrdrep: all religious; eaths and
reqUIrEmMERLS ok helding geVvernment
o)jifles)



Dedham Case

— Symbolized the growing rift between
Unitarians and conservatives in Eastern
Massachusetts.

— [The Court ruled that the parish (town)
had the right to hire ministers, control
the meeting house and other property.

—ihe lrnitarian Church leost control of
itselff to the Unitarian town.

—AS)a restltiirinitarian Congregdationalists
StOpPEd sUppeLting the Standing Oraer



Final Collapse - 1833

— Thomas Whittemore — Universalist

Publisher
¢ [n order for Religion to do any good [it]
must operate on nis heart; it must regulate
NS affections; It must subdue Nis passSions;
It must iImpress its likeness on his soul: but
thiS a mere artificial support Can NEVEr do)
thisi a legal' enactment never willkaffect. ™

¢ he People agreed and the 11" amendment
oVverWwhelImingly Ended stater taxation in
SUpPPEKE e FElIgion:
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