One Nation Under God/
Marching to Freedom

God and Caesar Conflicts
N the 1950s



Class Goals

# Contact information —
GodandCaesar@gmail.com or
thcastner@comeast.net

¢ Finish the story of the
disestablishment off religion in
Massachusetts.

¢ Explore the diffierent models; of
chlreh/Staterengadement Seen In the
early: Celd Warand CivilFRights
MeVEMERI



mailto:GodandCaesar@gmail.com
mailto:thcastner@comcast.net

|Isaac Backus

— Baptists like Backus use the Revolution as
a pretext to fight for complete liberty of
Conscience

— An Appeal. to the Public ror Religious

= irip to Continental Congress
= Appeall tor Provincial Congress




Backus on Religion Liberty

¢ [he church is armed with /ight and
truth to pull down the strongholds of
Iniquity. . . gain souls to Christ™ and
exclude those who will'net submit to
the authoerity off the Chureh. TThe
state, on the other hand, “Is armed
Withrthe sword te; guard the peace
and the eVl rightss ol allf pEFSeNS; and
SOCIEtIES and ter punishrthiese Whne
Vielate the same.



The Returns of the Towns

¢ Reports of individual town meetings
provides a window to the views
about church and state of a broader
range of people.

— Major TThemes

o Anti-Catholicism - “we Mean Not toer have
any: but Protestants to Rule tus™

¢ Framinghamidenied that geed government
needed Christianity, and fieared toer much
connEection o Chtirchrand State.

¢ Othersiwanted much stronger religious
lzlplejl]z]e)=



MA Constitution of 1780

— Provides opportunity for Baptists and
others to secure religious freedom

— Instead the Standing Order, maintaining
close ties to the revoelutionary.
government strengthened their political
Influence.

—\While provided theoreticalleguality: fior
all"Protestants, It guaranteed tax
SUppPErt o CongregationalfCRlKCHES
and Sabpath attendance laws.



Samuel Cooper

¢ Sermon to commemorate the New
Constitution

— [he People off Massachusetts are like the
People of Israel

—\We are living in the fulfiliment off Biblical
Prophecy.

— MA Goevernment modeled afiter the
Israeliter Republic tRnder the JUGdges

—IhEe SUCCESS off the GeVErnmEnt depenads
On the religiouss character e therpeople.



The Barnes Case (1810)

¢ Important Case that clarified the
rights of dissenters to receive tax
dollars
— Parson’s ruling proved that the ideology.

of the Standing Order was alive and well
CRIrty years inte the constitution.

— AR Unincorpoerated church colld net
rEceive get tax dollars.

—Universalistst Were UpSet that they,
needed permission fifom: the state tor e
a Fecognized chlkchs



Religious Freedom Act of 1811

¢ An Act Respecting Public Worship
and Religious Freedom
— Effectively overturned the Barnes Case

— Gave unincorporated churches the right
Lo receive tax dollars

— [tinerant ministers also;eligible for
SUPPOKE:

—(GaVe chukChEes the right terewhn anae
Managermeney-Without ar Chiahter:



Constitutional Convention of 1820

— Separation from Maine necessitated a
new Constitutional Convention

— Daniel Webster argued that religion was
“the only security of the good order of
society, [and] the basis of the moral
character of the community, [[and] the
only: protection off a free government.

— Proved unaple ter generate adeduate
SUPPELt foF al COMPrOmMISE amendment.

— BUE, It didrdrep: all religious; eaths and
reqUIrEmMERLS ok helding geVvernment
o)jifles)



Dedham Case

— Symbolized the growing rift between
Unitarians and conservatives in Eastern
Massachusetts.

— [The Court ruled that the parish (town)
had the right to hire ministers, control
the meeting house and other property.

—ihe lrnitarian Church leost control of
itselff to the Unitarian town.

—AS)a restltiirinitarian Congregdationalists
StOpPEd sUppeLting the Standing Oraer



Final Collapse - 1833

— Thomas Whittemore — Universalist

Publisher
¢ [n order for Religion to do any good [it]
must operate on nis heart; it must regulate
NS affections; It must subdue Nis passSions;
It must iImpress its likeness on his soul: but
thiS a mere artificial support Can NEVEr do)
thisi a legal' enactment never willkaffect. ™

¢ he People agreed and the 11" amendment
oVverWwhelImingly Ended stater taxation in
SUpPPEKE e FElIgion:



Jeremiah vs. Hananiah

¢ Do you prefer prophets who preach peace,
prosperity, and complacency, or those
WhOo preach repentance and judgment?

¢  [he prophets who preceded you and me
[rom ancient time prophesied war, famine,
and pestilence against many: countries and
great Kingdoms. AS for the prophet who
PrOPRESIES PEACE, WHER the Word off that
PrOPHEL COMES trle, thenr it wilifoe kKnown
that thertord has thtly sent the prophnet.
Jeremiah 26538-9



Religion and the Cold War

¢ America’s fighting against “evil
empires” in World War IT and the
Cold War predisposed it to see itself
as the Godly nation fighting
godlessness and tyranny.




Truman on the Cold War

¢ We must always make spiritual values
our main line of defense. . . . Freedom
of religion as well as the freedom and
Security off nations is seriously
threatened by anti-religious ferces. . . .
[t IS, thererore, necessary. that all loyal
AMmERICan CitizEns: joein tegether te: stem
the tide ol these evil iorces by adirding
ourselves wWith the swerd el falthrand
ChE armo O tRUERL



Eisenhower and the Cold War

¢ What Is our battle against
communism if it is not a fight
between anti-God and a belief in the
Almighty? Communists know: this.
fhey have to eliminate God from
their system. When God comes in,
communIsm Nasi te go. -



Senator McCarthy

¢ Ihe great difference between our western
Christian world and the atheistic
Communist world is not political
gentlemen, it is moral. . . Karl Marx
dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and
Stalin have added! in clear-cut
Unmistakable language their resoelve that
MO Nation, Ne people Whorbelieve in'a god,
Can exist side by, side With thelr
communistic state: . . ioday: Werane
engaged in:arfinal ali=eut battie between
communistic atneismrand Christianity.



Billy Graham

o After the Soviet test of the Atomic
Bomb, he remarked to a Los Angeles
crusade that the Soviet Union was *. . .
against God, against Christ, against the
Bible, and against all religion. ™

¢ According to Graham only: a religious
revival could help defeat the Seviet
threat.

¢ Convineced William Randephr Hearst to
“PUiiRGraham



Will Herberg

¢ In 1955 Sociologist Will Herberg
claimed American society was
created by a “triple melting-pot™ of
Protestants, Catholics, and Jews.

¢ Helped create the relatively: new.
netion of a Judeo-Christian
NEritage.



Affirming our Civil Religion

¢ AdcC
to t

¢ Adc

ition of “one nation under God”
ne pledge of allegiance.

ition of “In God we Trust™ as the

national motte and to currency.”

¢ [his Country makes no sense unless
it IS fiounded on a strong religious
pelielr. And I"donrt care what It 1s.*
— Eisenhieowen

—CeremoniaifDersmr o EVangelical
ChKkIStianity?



The Problem of Means and Ends

¢ If we are the "Godly nation” what
means are we justified in adopting in
fighting against our enemies?

¢ Do we trust in our military and our
missiles for defense or God?

— " Some trust in chariots and some in
NOESES, but We trust in the name off the
LORDouUr God: (Psalmir2057)

o Are we justified inf everturning
goVErNMERLS that oppese Ul
ECONOMIC O OthER INEERESES?



lran 1953

¢ [he elected government of
Muhammad Mussadegh moved to
nationalize the oil industry — based
on unfair (imperialist) deals with the
Anglo-Iranian Oilf Company: (BP)

¢ [he CIA (Under Kermit Roosevelt)
Worked toroverthrow Mussadegh and
restore the Shah te the throne.

¢ \We aided nimrand turnedrarbliind eyve
O hUmMan Fgnts apUsSeS; Nl exchange
ior cheap ol



Guatemala 1954

¢ [he elected government of Jacobo Arbenz
Guzman nationalized (with compensation)
the land of large landholder including the
American owned United Fruit Company. Allen
Dulles (head off the CIA) on the Board

¢ John Foster Dulles: important Presbyterian
Lay; Leader — Sec State — Did legal wWork o

U

oI
@

oI

nited Fruit Company.

ne CIA Woerked withrthe'local €atholic
AUrCh ter oVerthrow: GUzman.

1€ colUprleditora repressiverregdime and

decades oiinstability and CivilVar.



Barbara Savage’s Perspective

“The emergence in the late 1950s of a
Southern civil rights movement with
churches, church people, and church
culture at its center was a powerful and
startling departure. . . . The movement
IS best thought off noet as an Inevitable
triumph or a moement of religious
revival, But simply: as a miracle.*



Contemporary Scholarship

¢ Jane Dailey, "Sex, Segregation, and
the Sacred after Brown.” JAH (June
2004)

— Argued that a theology: of segregation was
crucial te the resistance to the Civil Rights
MOVEMENLS and just as much a part of
American religion as King's Version.

— Ofiten| fears of Interraciall markage Were
expressed in religious language.

—Ine GOVErNMERNT'S StHPPING Off taX EXEmpPL
Status firom BoprJones University ior fialling to
INtEgrRaterwas) Crucial torthe fermation: o the
medernrreligious rght: (Balimer)



David Chappell — A Stone of Hope

¢ Saw the Civil Rights movement as a
religious revival.

¢ Prophetic religion was key to the
MOVEMERNL'S SUCCESS and POWEF.

¢ [he pro-integrationist message of the
Bible, major southern deneminations, and
many. religiots: leaders helped ter mute
White resistance.



Martin Luther King

¢ But more basically, I am in Birmingham
because injustice is here. Just as the prophets
of the eighth century B.C. left their villages
and carried their "thus saith the LLord™ far
peyond the boundaries of their home towns,
and just as the Apostle Paul left his village of
larsus and carried the gospel off Jesus Christ
to the far COrners of the Greco-Roman world,
S0 am I compelled ter carry, the gespel of
ireedom beyond my: ownrnome town.



King’'s Prophetic Critique

¢ American Segregation is a scandal in
the eyes off God and contradicts the
Gospel and core American values.

¢ AmErican society must rededicate
itselff to iighting against poVverty: at
ReME and GVELRSEAS.

» American militarismiis; a threat to
Wonld peace anad stapility (especially.
INNVietnam)



King's Dream

¢ I have a Dream — or I have an eschatological
vision?

— We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in
Mississippl cannot vote and a Negro in New York
pelieves he has nothing for which to vote. No, no,
WE are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied

until “justice rolls down like waters, and
righteousness like a mighty: stream. (Amoes S5)

— [ have a dream that one day: every: valley: shallfbe
exalted, andrevery nilifand moetntain shallthbe
made low, therretghrplaces willtbe maderplain;
and thercrooked places Willfhe mader stralgnt;
“anditheglop/oitherllorarshalltberrevealed and
allFieshrshalliseent teogether (Isaiahr40)




SNCC Founding Statement 1960

¢ Nonviolence, as it grows from the Judeo-Christian
tradition, seeks a social order of justice permeated by
love. Integration of human endeavor represents the
crucial first step towards such a society.

¢ [hrough nonviolence, courage displaces fear. Love
transcends hate. Acceptance dissipates prejudice;
Nope ends despair. Faith reconciles doubt. Peace
dominates war. Mutual regards cancelrenmity. Justice
ior all'overthrows Injustice. Ihe redemptive
commMURILY, SUpErSedes immoral SeCial  systems.

o BV appealing torconsCIence and standingron the
morali nature o itman! EXISEENCE, NONVIGIENCE
RURCURES the atmeSphErE I nIWRIChNFEConCIlIation and
justicerbecomeractualpessipIlities:



Competing Visions

+ A Civil Religion that promotes
“ceremonial deism,” patriotism, and
American power and activity in the
World.

¢ A Prophetic Critigue that calls
AMmErica toward a “beloved
communIty~ rerecting Inclusion,
CONCERN ok the Poor, and paciiism:

o WRICH VISION do! Vou Prefer?



