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[image: ON MISSION - final640]LC STUDY GUIDE: DONE IN SYNC WITH
THE “LIVING ON MISSION” SERMON SERIES
The Passage – Acts 18
For LCs meeting 10.20.13–11.2.13

	
Preface: These LC studies will complement the sermons, often using the same biblical texts, and will help your LC go deeper in personal understanding and application. These italicized portions are meant to resource and help you in leading and not to be distributed to the entire group (it limits conversation).  Not all these questions need to be used in your LC meeting. Best to consider this a head-start and customize these for your LC study. 

Possible Starter Questions:

When you think of “sectors of society,” which ones do you “live” in?  Where do you spend your time?  Which ones directly impact your life these days?
(Finance, Education, Business, Health Care, Government, Human Services, Arts and Media, Law and Justice are among the oft-described sectors.)
 
Name a layperson or two who shaped your life spiritually.  What did they do outside the church, and what was their contribution to your spiritual journey?

Study’s BIG Idea: God uses the all people from all walks of life to be on mission in sharing the hope of Jesus. 

Acts 18 (NIV)

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united attack on Paul and brought him to the place of judgment. 13 “This man,” they charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law.”

14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to you. 15 But since it involves questions about words and names and your own law—settle the matter yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things.” 16 So he drove them off. 17 Then the crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue leader and beat him in front of the proconsul; and Gallio showed no concern whatever.

18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch.

23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.

27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah.


O – Why might Paul have taken up work as a tentmaker?  (We haven’t seen him do this before.)

O – How do you feel about Paul “shaking the dust off” and leaving the synagogue?  When is it appropriate to do that?

O – What might the impact have been of Crispus’ conversion – on him?  On the town?  On the mission? 

I – Why might Paul have needed this message from the Lord to stay in Corinth?  
(It gave him courage, clarity of mission and who knows, he might have left before the work was done.)

A – When have you sensed the Lord telling you to “stay” or “leave”?

O – What do verses 12-17 reveal about the ministry environment in Corinth?

I – What’s with the hair and the vow?  Should we take vows like that?

	I – What might have been deficient about Apollos’ knowledge and teaching?
(When one misses the understanding of the Holy Spirit, one might be under the mistaken impression that it’s up to them, their talent and their resources to do the work of the Kingdom.  It’s the hope of every Christian for the Holy Spirit to work through us.  This isn’t for optimal productivity, it’s for giving God the glory. )

O – What do we learn from Priscilla and Aquila’s handling of the situation?

A – What skills, passions, resources, and connections has God given you that might be put to work for the Kingdom?

A – Who can you reach that others might not be able to reach?



Key: O – Observation. I – Interpretation. A – Application
a. Please note that not all these questions are to be asked in a single meeting.  Take some time and select and reword the questions that best fit your voice and your LIFE Community group.   Certain questions work better for certain groups.  You are encouraged to prayerfully discern what will serve your LC the best.
b. Complement OIA questions with “process questions” (what else?  what more?  what do others think?).
c. When you ask questions, give people ample time to think and respond.  Wait. Take your time; don’t rush people but encourage their participation.  And avoid answering your own questions!
d. Timing/pacing: allocate your time and move forward gently, with a steady pace.
e. Application: Pace the study to conclude with “difference making” application.
f. Secondary texts—use other texts sparingly, even if they are relevant.  Such texts will push you into “teaching,” rather than facilitating.  It can cause people to feel distracted or de-powered.
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