Hope of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium) — Pope Francis I

52. In our time humanity is experiencing a turning-point in its history, as we can see from
the advances being made in so many fields. We can only praise the steps being taken to
improve people’s welfare in areas such as health care, education and communications. At
the same time we have to remember that the majority of our contemporaries are barely
living from day to day, with dire consequences. A humber of diseases are spreading. The
hearts of many people are gripped by fear and desperation, even in the so-called rich
countries. The joy of living frequently fades, lack of respect for others and violence are on
the rise, and inequality is increasingly evident. It is a struggle to live and, often, to live with
precious little dignity. This epochal change has been set in motion by the enormous
qualitative, quantitative, rapid and cumulative advances occurring in the sciences and in
technology, and by their instant application in different areas of nature and of life. We are
in an age of knowledge and information, which has led to new and often anonymous kinds
of power.

No to an economy of exclusion

53. Just as the commandment “Thou shalt not kill” sets a clear limit in order to safeguard
the value of human life, today we also have to say “thou shalt not” to an economy of
exclusion and inequality. Such an economy kills. How can it be that it is not a news item
when an elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it is news when the stock market
loses two points? This is a case of exclusion. Can we continue to stand by when food is
thrown away while people are starving? This is a case of inequality. Today everything
comes under the laws of competition and the survival of the fittest, where the powerful
feed upon the powerless. As a consequence, masses of people find themselves excluded
and marginalized: without work, without possibilities, without any means of escape.

Human beings are themselves considered consumer goods to be used and then discarded.
We have created a “disposable” culture which is now spreading. It is no longer simply about
exploitation and oppression, but something new. Exclusion ultimately has to do with what it
means to be a part of the society in which we live; those excluded are no longer society’s
underside or its fringes or its disenfranchised — they are no longer even a part of it. The
excluded are not the “exploited” but the outcast, the “leftovers”. . .

57. Behind this attitude lurks a rejection of ethics and a rejection of God. Ethics has come
to be viewed with a certain scornful derision. It is seen as counterproductive, too human,
because it makes money and power relative. It is felt to be a threat, since it condemns the
manipulation and debasement of the person. In effect, ethics leads to a God who calls for a
committed response which is outside of the categories of the marketplace. When these
latter are absolutized, God can only be seen as uncontrollable, unmanageable, even
dangerous, since he calls human beings to their full realization and to freedom from all
forms of enslavement. Ethics — a non-ideological ethics — would make it possible to bring
about balance and a more humane social order. With this in mind, I encourage financial
experts and political leaders to ponder the words of one of the sages of antiquity: “Not to



share one’s wealth with the poor is to steal from them and to take away their livelihood. It
is not our own goods which we hold, but theirs”. . .

244. Commitment to ecumenism responds to the prayer of the Lord Jesus that “they may
all be one” (Jn 17:21). The credibility of the Christian message would be much greater if
Christians could overcome their divisions and the Church could realize “the fullness of
catholicity proper to her in those of her children who, though joined to her by baptism, are
yet separated from full communion with her”.[192] We must never forget that we are
pilgrims journeying alongside one another. This means that we must have sincere trust in
our fellow pilgrims, putting aside all suspicion or mistrust, and turn our gaze to what we are
all seeking: the radiant peace of God'’s face. Trusting others is an art and peace is an art.
Jesus told us: “Blessed are the peacemakers” (Mt 5:9). In taking up this task, also among
ourselves, we fulfil the ancient prophecy: “They shall beat their swords into ploughshares”
(Is2:4). ..

246. Given the seriousness of the counter-witness of division among Christians, particularly
in Asia and Africa, the search for paths to unity becomes all the more urgent. Missionaries
on those continents often mention the criticisms, complaints and ridicule to which the
scandal of divided Christians gives rise. If we concentrate on the convictions we share, and
if we keep in mind the principle of the hierarchy of truths, we will be able to progress
decidedly towards common expressions of proclamation, service and witness. . . . Signs of
division between Christians in countries ravaged by violence add further causes of conflict
on the part of those who should instead be a leaven of peace. How many important things
unite us! If we really believe in the abundantly free working of the Holy Spirit, we can learn
so much from one another! It is not just about being better informed about others, but
rather about reaping what the Spirit has sown in them, which is also meant to be a gift for
us. . . . Through an exchange of gifts, the Spirit can lead us ever more fully into truth and
goodness. . .

II. MARY, MOTHER OF EVANGELIZATION

284. With the Holy Spirit, Mary is always present in the midst of the people. She joined the
disciples in praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14) and thus made possible the
missionary outburst which took place at Pentecost. She is the Mother of the Church which
evangelizes, and without her we could never truly understand the spirit of the new
evangelization. . .

Virgin of listening and contemplation,

Mother of love, Bride of the eternal wedding feast,
pray for the Church, whose pure icon you are,

that she may never be closed in on herself

or lose her passion for establishing God'’s kingdom. . .
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